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BOY SCQUTS OF AMERICA

paTE DECEMPBER 22,1980

FULL NAME \\/ARRF_M LES}IJ& \JchMSCI\)

(No initials if you can DPOSsibly give full name)

e [

cITY__ “Tavlowyuille STATE T LLiNGIS 2IP CODE (02 58
DATE OF BIRTH / 02/ / 49 (This is important and should be exact)
APPROXIMATE AGE 377 (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known)
RELIGION ___ NATIONALITY American

OCCUPATION__ VETERMS Af€ares Officer- Tillipois - Tavloruille s£lice

EDUCATICN H{ﬁh School GRANIC.

WEIGHT [60-175 |bs  mETGHT lo % i RACE___ CAOCASICD
COLOR OF HAIR __ PROWN COLOR OF EYEs  PRow

OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS CR INTERESTS MEMBER of OPTimisT IUTERNATIONAL

c—
MARRIZD OR SINGLE /MARRIED CHILDREN
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January 4, 138§

Mr. 23ul J. dof
Scout Zxaecutkive
Apranham Lincoln Council, to. l44
PERRSCHAL AND COHTIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: arren Leslie Jonnson

Sear 2aul:

hank you for the detailed information sent concernirg the above 3couter.
] 52 nas been raviewed wico our attogney and LS. acW oo our pernanent

3
ncial fPile.

2aul Zrnst, DJirecter
Registration Service

22/eax

9]
(o]

2ast Central Region
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-~ 1083
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN COUNCIL #1434

2oy Sccuts of America, Inc.

Yr. Paul Ermst

Jiractor, Registration Service
Boy Scouts of America

1325 Walnut Hill Lane

2. 0. Box 1352709

Irving, Texas 75015-2079

Dear Paul:
Sorrv for the delay.

Jchason zrial.
a ten year sentance.

e have dug ou

Have a goocd holidav.

the repor:s
i1

You will notz that thers was a zui

A

Sarrmifls Mail ¢ Menroe at Chatham Rcac » Scnngiiaid, illinois 32774 o _

December 8, 1987

Sincerely,

Paul J. HofZzan
Scout ZIxecutive

enc.
~ by - 3 -
cc zast Central Region
I A SR T LS S N R T TEITIII TN Aarngt laetaim e ol
o ~ e, - . L sl S e e Tmsaens 5 Dot waneen

CONF014534



Weather Forecost

Tolr tonight, Lows 65 o
70. Light eas! winds. Sunny
and ho! Wednesdoy. Highs
infow or mid 90s.

Volume 894, Numboer 28

Weather Faocls
Temperolure ot 1:00 p.ymy,
86 deprees;: Overnioht low
71 degrees: Mondov's high
94 deorees: Uloh!  eos!
winds; No precipitation in

pos! 24 hours, '

~USPS No. 163840

Johnson trial concludes with surprise guilty plea

by JIM MUNSON
Rreere Courter writer

TAYLORVILLE — Warren Lesile
Johnson, age 36, of Taylorville, sur-
prieed the jury and the specintors at
the Christlan County Courthouse on
Tuesday moming, when he entered a
negotiated plea of guilty to six of the
nineteen counts he was facing, thus
ending the trial before any witnesses
took the stand,

Johnson entered a negotiated plea
of guilty to stx of the 11 sexual moles-
tatlon acts he was being charged
with. His guilty plea included a plea
of pguilty to one charge and act
apninst each of the six children who
were the victims,

A negotinted plea was expected hy
many perple to come on Monday. Ho-
wever, after the jury was selected
and States Attorney John Coady gnve
his opening statements on Monday,

the expectatlons of » plea bargnin
diminished.

Condy in his opening statements on
Monday, told the jury that his wit.
nesses would include mostly the six
young victhms and a doctor,

He added that the victims would
testily that Johnson molested them at
thmes when he was thelr babysitter.
Condy nalzo explained that slthough
there were 3 total of 19 counts against
the defendent, that there were
actually only 11 actual sex acts com-
mitted and that some of the counts
were added because of a modificntion
in the law which made charpes of in-
decent liberitles to charges of crimi-
nal sexual abuse and aseault in July
1984, He explained that in order to
cover the Incidents that happened in
the summer of 194, maybe before
July 1 or maybe after July 1, both
charges of indecent liberfties and

criminal sexual nbuse or assault were
filed.

Alter Condy finished his opening re-
marks, Defense  Attorney  Robert
Broverman refrained (rom giving his
opening statements, indleating that
he wendd, Inter on tn the trinl,

Condy then said he wonld call his
first witness at 8:15 a.m today, That
witness never made it to the witness
stand.

At approximately 9:30 a m., Judge
David Siater told the Jury that there
were some legal motions that he and
the attomeys would be discussing and
told the Jurors that the trial who be
delayed for approximately 45 min.
utes. Then shortly after 10 a.m,, the
pler bargnin was officially mnde, end-
Ing the trial,

Judge David Slater will sentence
Johnson on Wednesday, July 2. John-
son will be sentenced for a Class | fe

lony, which ts punishable by up to 15
yenars in prison,

According tn States Attorney John
Condy, Johnson's plen bargnin was
stmilar to the pira bargnin of Father
Campbell a few yenrs ngo. Campbell,
the Morrsonviilé priest, was sen-
tenced to 14 years In prison when he
entered a nepotiated gality plea and
Inzanity (o sex charges. Campbell
also plea bargained guilty to one
charge 1o each victim involved in that
CASDe,

Condy stated that bis office wns ap-
proached by the defense attnrey this
morning with the proposal of the ne-
gotinted plea. Coady snid he informed
the parents and the parents Informed
the children,

The states attorney said he did not
make any recommendation to the pa-
rents on whether to accept the plea
bargain proposal, or to refrct it He

indicated that the family asked him to
accept the plen and he did.

Condy =ald there are primarily four
rensons why the parents recom.
mended  accepting  the  proposal.
Those reasons being: 1. Johnson
could receive up to 15 years In prison;
2. Johnson entered a plea of gullty to
at Irast hall of the acts he was
chnarged with; 3. the nrgotinted plea
8l=o Includerd one count on each of the
chitdren involved; and 4. the children
would not have to testilfy In the trial
and the defendent could receive a
substanial sentence.

The states attorney added that he
can understand why the defendent
chose to enter the plen with all the
evidence avallable against him

Condy Indicated that the negotinted
plea in his opinion, was actunally an
sdrnission of guilt by Johnson. Coady
said, I don't think people plead

gullty if they are not guilty

The six charges of the negotiated
plea ol gullty made by Johnenn in
cluded two coumnts of Indrcent libert.
tles with 2 minor, and four counts of
rpgravated criminal sexunl abuse,

Johnson will remain [ree on bond
until he is sentenced on July 29 hy
Judge David Siater

Johnson was emplayed ax the €h
ristian County Veternn's Administra.
tion Officer when he was Indicted on
the sex molestation charges. Johnson
was also President of the Taylorvitle
Optimist Club, in chaige of the local
Operation Snowball, an antidrug pro-
gram for children, and a Republican
precinct committenman

Johnson resigned from his position
with the Optimist Club and Operntion
Snowball after his ariest. He aiso
took a leave of ahsence from his VA
post.
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Wegather Forecas!

Cloudy, worm and humid
tonfatt, 30 percent! chance
of thunderstorms, Lows
mld  70s.  Light  winds.
Mostly sunny, hot ond hu.
mld Thursdoy. Highs In mid
$0s.

by JIM MUNSON

Nreere Courter writer
TAYLORVILLE — Shortly after
noon today at the Christlan County
Courthonse, Fourth Judicint Circuit
Associate Judpe Pavid Sinter gen.
tenced Warien Lesite Johnzon, ape
3, of Taytorville, to serve ten years
In pricon,

Johnson was sentenced 1o a ten
year prison term and a five year pri.
son ferm to run concurrently. On
June 16, Johneon entered a plea of
Rty to six of the 11 sexual molesta.
ton acts that he wasg charge with,

Today's sentencing hearing lasted
for over three hours, with newly ap-
pointed Christian County States Attor-
ney Greg Gripsby making his first ap-
pearance in the Christian County
Courtroom as the prosecuting attor-

Volume 94, Number 85

B

Johnson sentenced 'to 10 years|

Grigshy called only one witness
during tedays hearing. The 15 year
old daughter of Warren Johnson took
the stand to tesify that her father
fondled her severnl years agn and
trird on one occasston, to have inter-
course with her,

During cross-examination by De-
fense Attorney Robert Broverman,
the daughter, who lives In Champlngn
County with her mother, broke down
in tears and stated that she did love
her father.

She also testified, during Brover.
man’s questioning, that her fathet hns
not had any visiting rights for several
years. She added, however, that she
did contact her father about one year
apo andasked him to adopt her.

Warren Johnson was the first wit.
ness called by Broverman. During the
questioning, the former veterans ad-

ecezZe

ministration officer, stated that he
had a drinking problem. He also ad-
mitted thnt he fondied his davghter
and recelved same therapy following
that episode,

Johnson also testificd that he has
not fondied anyone since his drygh-
ter.

He =ald that he entered the guilty
plea at the advice of his attorneys and
because he knew that 1t was his word
against the words of children and he
was afrald to go to trin). He hdded
that he felt no remorse for the events
that he pled guilty to, because he did
not do anything.

Johnson stated that he wanted to be
placed on probation so he could help
support his family.

Following  Johnson's testimony,

See JOHNSON TRIAL.. page 5

Breexe-Courler, Taylorvilie, 11,

Weather Focts

Temperature of 1 pm. §7
degrees: Overnighi low 72
deprees; Tuesdoy's high 92
degrees; Light south
winds; 0.15 Inches of rain
during posl 24 hours

uspPs No. 063840,

Johnson trial...

Broverman cnlled a total of 11
charncter  witnesces for  Johneon,
Ench testified that probation was the
proprr senienee

The character withesses testifiod
of what Johnson did for the commum.
ity and for youth The witnescrs, fn.
cluded his wife, Wilma, his brother In-
law William Swedick, his step niece
Kelly Swedick, friends of Johnson, ns.
soclates from civil orpanizations like
the Optimist Chib and Amerdcan Le
glon, and a former neighhor,

1.3:0;:& the withesses, States AL
torney Grigshy in his closing com-
ments, stated that #t bothers him that
a man can plead guilty and then come
to the sentencing hearing and sny he
Is not guilty. He stated that Johnson
should be sentenced as a guilty man,
not as an Innocent man, spite of all
the community service he hac done.

Broverman siated  that Johngon
should get probation because he had
no past history of criminal offense, so
he can provide for hig family, and
that he pled guilty because he felf it
wns In the best interest of everyone

Involved,

After hearing from the attorneys,
the judpe retired to hic chambers for
aver 30 minutes  Judpe Slater then
came back Into the courtroom and ex-
pinined what nll was taken into
consideration on passing the sent.
ence.

He told Johnson that in hic mind,
Johnson did commit the acts that are
afleped. It may have started out as
horseplay, but then Johneon went foo
lar,

Staler stated (o Johnson, "Your
story is hard for me to believe " The
judpe added that the testimony
showed that he did a lot for the com.
munity and youth, However, he also
affected six other young people for

the rest of their tife, after they placed -

their trust in him.

Following  further comments,
Judpe Sinter sentenced Johneon 1o n
ten year prison term and a five year
prison term to run concurrently,

Following the sentence, Broverman
made & motion that Johnson not he
placed In custody for at least four

———ee. CONtiNUCG from page one e

hours 1o get famity affares in arders
The Judge denind the motion and -
Johneon was Immedintely taken intn
custody,

Following the sentencing heannp
Christian  County  Stares Attormey
Grep Grigshy stated he was satisfird

Five

with the sentence. He addegd that the
System has 1o work and wheq 5 man
pleads guilty, he must bhe sentenced
as a guilty man

Gripshy satd that Warren Johnsan
could be up for parole in about 5
years.
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December 2, 1987

Ar, Paul J. Hoffman
Scout Executive
Abranam Lincaln Council, No. 144

PERSOMAL & CONFIDENTTIAL SUBSECT: Warren johnsaon

Jear Paui;

Eariier this year we had communication wizh yoi concarning the above named
@t Time IT was indicated that ne had peen arrestad and

individual. AT on P
cnarged with moiesting children. ‘de have net neard from you since 2ariy in

1387.

de wonder if this case is now completad and if you can give us tne aquicome af
the legal action. This information is necsssary to us if we are 3 have a
completa file wnich will lead to refusal of future registration attempts.

Please neip us close this file 5o we can arotect the youth of america.

il ~ 1
Jincerely,

Paul trnst, Director

¥ L - . ',c
Registration Service el = -
e N
L= W )
mdw QM JRet
- . e T .
cc: East Central Reqgien oY .:SQ;*
e &
2
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Qctober 14, 1887

Ar. Paul J. Hofrman
Scout Executive
Abraham Lincoln Council, Ho. 144

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL SUBJELT: Warren Jehnson

Jear Paul:

Eariier this v
individual. I
severat youth.

par we racsived from you information concerning the apove named
t was ingicated that ne had 5S2en charged with s2x invoiring

We would 1ike to nave the autcome of any }2g9ai action which nas taksa pilaca.
This would give us the information neeﬁed for complieting our rile. PRlease
rell us iFf tnere was a trial, a conviction ang 3 sentence relatasd to this

matter.
Trhank you far your aelp in protecting the youth of America.

sincaraiy,

Paul £rnst, Director
Registration Service

\D

ako

al Regiun

s}
s

[d]
£
wn
ct
[er]
l“
|—+

12
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Feoruaroy 11, 1987

Mr. Paul J. Hdorffman

Scour Zxzacucive

Abrainanm Liacola Councll, No. 144

PERSUIIAL & CONFLDRNTIAL SUBJECT:  warren

o24r Zaul:

Thank you I0r saadiaz us all toe fnformacion conmcerzinz whe

Jaonngon

” 9
indiviguai. Tois 1s very Aelp£4~ 0o us and will enable us to identily -,

Jotnson saould ge try to raglster iz some other locatica.

aesd the outcome of the

e do 1
positlicn or this case when ¢

[S ™

-

Ui

o

Siacezaly,

Paul Ernsc, Director
leglgstracion, 3upscription &
Statistilcal Service

eax

cec: Zast Cenctral Region

egal action and hope you will send us tha

3 T is comﬂlateﬁ. 4e woulid ailso like the
entancizng which may take placa. This will then completa cur Zil2 ana give
5 enouga Inrormatisa for fururs rerfusal cof regiszratiom atzenpes.

TTADY AR RN T

-

iy
{0
ey

4
a
133
~

SHIRLEY MEYER
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byJoeStephens ~.t: : -
TAYLORVILLE — A Taylotvifté man
has been chatged with sexually abusing a
4-year-oid Springfleld girt and her 5-year-
old brother while they were entrusted to
his wife's care In an unticensed chitd chre
operation, , T
Clyde I, Reber, 60, was Indicted Mon-
day, less than a week after the tirrest of
another Taylorvilie man or child sex
abuse charges. - --....- . .,
Yo Watren'L! Johndon) 387

'
S NG S VY

‘Was artesled

 Thursday for ‘aHeged acls fanging froni:

“fondling to having lntercourse with four.
girls and two boys, all under thé ageof 13,

ty State’s Attorney John Coddy said.

ohnson Is presldent of the Taylorvifle®
,&h-#hiiihf |
. bowling todtnameiit for handicdpped chils;

t

" Optlmist Clubi-d sponsdr, of

]

Ldreni'a founder o} a Boy Scoitt troop fo

e T
PRI A.;m“
Bl .ﬂw

B
)

. * Reber's wife, Nancy, allegedly ran a
unticensed babysltting service oul of thel

n-
r

'

" home at 517 E, Esther St., Taylorville,
*.Coady sald. Thé slblings periodically spent
two or thrée days Hving'wilh the Rebers

“while their parents traveled, Coady sald.

’

" ""The children told thelr parents that -

- Reber inolested them and the parents con-

lacted authorities, Coady sald.

“It Is possible that the acts of molesta-

»

exdct dates and the nimbeér of times ar
not r:cé:.: St T
*

EX

*Rebers’ care were abused, Coady sald.

JThete also Is no-evidence that Nanc

¢lions, he sald, - C :
{ The parents chose the Rebers ove

handlicapped youths; dnd presiden of.Upiid closer child ¢éare tactiities in Springtlel

-eratlon Snowball; a group triht figh
< ablist hmong teenagers. -+ .
Reber Is chdrged with three counts o
aggravated criminal sexua! assauit and
three counts of aggravated criminal sex-
. unl abuse. Reber allegedly fondled and
performed oral sex on the children, now
ages 4 and 5, during 1985, Coady sald. '

drugt

-+ than the children. ( - .. o

“IU's ironic,” he satd. “They wanted t

‘Reber was aware of the alleged molesta- ¢
o ”

because they considered the Rebers' rural ,,_.
:.?? thome to be saler, Coady sald.

- tlon occutred several times,” hé sald. “Be.
wcause of thé young ages of the childten,

e

e

\{ No evidence has been discovered sug-
e two cases are not related, Christian ' ¢ Besting that other ¢hlldren entrusted to th

e
Yy

§
ri
d o
¥
o

]

“There I3 a legal risk here that the chil-
dren might not be able to testify (betause

of their age),” Coady sald. “But because 1.

believe the children, I am able to accept -
that risk.” !

The case against Reber first was
presented {o a Christian County grand jury
In May, according to polite reports. How-"
evet, that jury returned an Indictment
only on a charge of lilegal opetation of & ¢
thiid care faciiity, RS

A M Sy
Coady sald the more serious charges - Anotherac

returned thig week probably resulled be-,
cause the grand jury reallzed that moreé :
judges are allowing yourg children to les-

tify in such cases.

cesom

'

ot Monday on three counts of aggravated

, xnza_:m_ sexual assault and seven couiity
ki

¢ of aggravated criminal sexual abuse,

Johnson, a velerans service officer for tfie
Taylorvillé branch of the Hitnoig Depart-
ment of Veteran Affalrs, nllegedly mo...
lested the children between Jutie 1984 and
July 1986,

be cerlain they could find a babysitter’  Nore of the alleged assaulls whs reldtéd ;
o7 o Johtison's extensive work.with Cornfiuss
e jnity youth otganizations, Coady said,i-*- .

Codidy sald there Is no physical videnc
of the molestations, and no witnesses othe

they could trust.”: .

i
T

roy

#

LTS
7

{

“"Eveiyone wag obviously very sur.-
ptised (by Johnson's arrest),” said Ron

.

S/ LA W VAP
Spears, Taylorvilia ¢ity atlorhey and &
past president of {hé Optimist Club. “This
perspi has dohe mtity pdod things: ha has
dorie maity oulstardihg things..

“Just because sommeone bfings Somée
charges doesn't mean éveryone sholld

,turn their back on you! . AT

o A ey
p %&&_g_s:,maﬁ&ﬁﬁ% ‘
Ehairges iilehtyhta %éﬁs OigAh
fittons. s th(RHTeNTIoh dssn{wsNznssd:
- vy ’

aszsaﬁ_g.m._‘%&%;,.
mo-.u.w wotk with %Q::ﬂ. s e z.“ .. b L

" have krown Hivi'ad a ¢lvic-minded

indlvidual who wag involved with a lot ot

.« things,” sald thé woman, whd ssked Hot to

" hé same ginnd jury Indicted Johnson - P& Named. “118 did n Io of good; hs faf s

belng & concerried cilizen.” L
'~ Coady sald palick huve ifivdsii

i Ated.
Johnson's history In bthér commuinities,

- but would not say what was discovéred,

- Johnson Is freé on $7,500 énsh boid,

Reber, who tuthed Kimséil 1 Modday,
remains I the Chtlstlan County Jall in lieu
of num.ooc bond. IR £ . .. .

. If convicted, Eo.Em;.mo__E‘ beé sen-
- tenced to siX to 30 years oh each aseault -
charge and Sﬁ_@ to ».wsm: ﬁun.a ot each .
"abuse charge. Flnes of up to,$10,000 risay
v also be assessed oft bach chargeé.;. - -

A (A
’ o » 3

. . A, \.

——aay.

G
[ .
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Warren L. Johnson

“wdek o S Al & i
TAYLORVILLE, [I. - Charged

with ter counts of aggravated

criminal sexual assault and abuse,

Warren Leslie Johnson, 36, of Tay--
lorville, leaves the Christian

County Courthouse following his

appearance this morning. (Photo

by Jim Cooper, Jr.) -

indicted:

Sexﬁal assault cases:

O e emm -

Reber is

9

, i’mif“"'“‘“‘w 2

¥

D
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Sexual assaul'ﬁases

) cpntinueq from page one

13, during 1985. :
Coady- stated that..“both gran

juries heard evidence in regard to al-
leged sexual offenses by Mr. Reber
upon children in he and his wife’s ca-
re. The first grand jury returned in-
dictments in regard to day care
licensing -violations. This grand jury
return-indictments on the sexual mo-
lestation charges, the difference due

. to, in my belief; the recent deveiop-
ment of the courts’ ailowing younger
children to testify. These children are
agesSand4. = A

[ recognize the possibility of .the-

children being ruied too young to tes-
tify, but because I believe the acts oc-
_curred, [ am willing to accept.that le-
galrisk” - - L
Reber and his wife- were indicated
by the Christian County Grand Jury
on May 16, 1986 on the charge of il-
legal operation of a facility for child
care, and subsequendy found not
guilty during a bench triai on July 2.
A warrant has been issued for Reb-
er's arrest and bond has been set at
$75,000. . )
Aggravated criminai sexual assault
is a Class X felony punishable by im-
prisonment with the Ilinois Depart-

\

ment of Corrections for a fixed time _

of not less than 6 but no more than 30

© MonoRY DECEMBER 8,1480. A

N —

P i

PAGE o

’ LA
years and a fine of up 0 $10,000. Ag-
gravated criminal sexual abuse is a
Class 2 feiony punishable by imprison-
ment of from between 3 and 7 years
and a fine not to exceed $10,000.

- In addition to the indictments
against Reber, the Grand Jury re-

turned a “No Bill” in regard to ailega-

tions against a Kincaid resident.. .

} A .Grand Jury memorandum on file ;
indicates that. “On Friday, Decem-

ber 5, 1986, the Grand: Jury heard tes-
}imony from Kincaid Chief.of Police,
Gregory Rogowski and a Taylorville
city - resident_...,. concerning . an  al-
leged criminal sexual assault . per-
petrated by Cari Mathes of Kincaid.

- Although the Grand Jury refurned
a “No Bill” in regard:to the ailega-

tion, the Grand Jury instructed Chris-
tian County State’s Attorney John P. .

Coady to file a petition to revoke the
defendant’s probation aileging as a
violation the criminal sexual assauit
of (the resident).”

+

Did you know...

-

MOrTow..

P N I

CONF014541

e e e i -

Peabody Mine ﬁo will work to- .



“n

" THORSPAY DECEMBER 4,1981; -

Johnson charged with

e

R e

criminal sexual assault

‘I‘AYLORVILLE. IlL Bomi has
been set at $75,000 for a Taylorville
man charged with three counts of Ag-
gravated Criminaf Sexual Assault and
seven counts of Aggravated Cnmmai
Sexual Abuse.

Warren: Leslie .Iohnson age 36, of
1006 E. Franklin, was arrested Thurs-
day after a cooperative investigation
through the Christian County Sheriff’s
Department, Taylorville City Police

and the Department of Children and -
Family Services. At presstime; he re-

i . mained’in the Christian County- Cor-
. -rectionat Center in lieu of bond.. - -+

Information filed by States Attor- ~
ney John P. Coady this afternoon in- -

dicated that the charges against John-
son stem from. incidents during June
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orJulyandNovember 1984andagam..

_durmg April or May of thisyear. _ -
- Allegations against Johnson range

" from fondling to intercourse with six

different minor children, two male -

and four female, ail under the age ot

13atthe time of the incidents. .
Aggravated Criminal-Sexual As-

sault isa Class X felony punishable by ~

imprisonment for no less than 6 years
and no longer tham 30 years and/or a

Criminal Sexnal’ Abuseris a.€lass 2 few
lony punishable bp-i nnpnsonment of”

~-.~ from between 3. and.Z. yearsthk a

maximum fine of $10,000: - .

- Johmsorr presently serves as. Ve-
teran s Affairs Ofﬁcer for Chmuan
“County. ‘
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fine of up to $10,000:- “Aggravated. -
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