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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA |
“HERR!N, ILLINOIS 62948
Phone

1/31/90

Paul Ermst

Director Registration Service
P .

Irving, TX 75015-2079
Cear Mr. Ernst,

Attached is the decision made by the court in the trail of Rex Presscn,
Zormer leacer.
If you need additicnal information please let me Xkncw.

/ Jack Norman
~ Sccut Executive
Ecyvptian Council =120

SEAVING YCUTH ‘N THE 10 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS COUNTIES CF ALEXANCER. =3ANKLIN, ~AMIL™CN ACKSCN .CHNSON. 9SRRY JJLASKI. SALINE. UNICN AND WILLAMSCN
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
Egyptian (Cownct

; IS 62948

January 8, 1920

Paul Ermest
Director Registraticn Service
20ov Scouts of America

Irving, TX 75015-2079

Dear Mr. Ernest,

deyeq o}

We promised to send to you the results of Mr. Presson's trial as sccn
as possible.

Dlease find attached a copy of the Scuthern Illircisian that spells
cut the resulcs.

we need to do anvthing else please let us Xnow.

-

]
Ih

Sincersly,

'
’

\_,Q'_; /i / FABIRNY PRy
+.Jack Norman
Scout Executive -

A JUNITED

SERVING YOUTH IN THE 10 SCUTHEAN ILLNOIS COUNTIES CF ALEXANDER “RANKLIN =<AMILTCN. LACKSCN .OHNSCN PERAY PLLASKI SALNE. UNICN ANO AMILLAMSCN
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January 30, 1990

Mr. Ralph Jack Norman
Scout Executive
Egyptian Council, No. 120

PCRSONAL AND COWTIDENTIAL SUBJECT: Rex D. Prezson

Dear Jack:

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the above Scouter.
This case has been reviewed with our attorney and is now on our permanent
Ineligible Volunteer File.

Sincerely,
&
NSRS
Paul Ernst, Director o Q\“ Y
Registration Service {pf RN S
S
N\ \
eko p &
N\
<&

cc: North Central Region

|
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. From -Page One

SO

" Presson..:

Continued from Page Ona _

pertect for the crime,” he-sald afier
the hearing. I'And ] thiok Judge Nel-
s0R {3 10 be commended for pot be-
ing swayed by publicily ar notoriety

.or thoughts of vengeance, which
-wa've heard mentloned around here

todey and yesterday.” .

'Garnatl‘llmplx could not upder-

.sangt ., - v

““Jt-almest makes you want to just

. walk out qf this building snd never

¢ come -back," he sald. “How -in the

warld aext month when another Rex

- Pregson comes along am [ supposed
. to tell, convince Mitle kldg and their

parents tQ get up there on that wil-

ness stand and go through all this...”
“It thig s Justice,” sald Garnati,

“then we aeed to change our gystem

of justice jq this country.”

The pa of two youngslers
lnvolved' In the case ggreed. ¢

“} don't feel that the boys were
seryed jystice,” said the father of
oneofthebays.. * .

Presson hag “used bis influence as
one who igjsupposed Lo be respecied
and admired and he totally pbused
that (rusl, that respect that the young
men put in hjm.> s

“He violated — not only physical-

-4y, but meatally vielated — those

young men "

Even a short prison senience, sug-
gested the angry mather of another
young. man, might have Indicated
thay soclety, will not jolerate conduct
like that from the man who had been
active |n guch youth programs as
Scouting and Civii Alr Patrol.

“Even (he boyg feel that way about
it,” she said. .

“I{ this man Is let go (o do this
again, snd agaln, and again, well
then we might as well just tell &l the
chlid molesters qut here, ‘Ji's OK'..."

But it is pot OK — as the judge and
the rsychologlm who bhave been
treating Presson agreed.

Nelson noted that the judicial §ys-
tem does not operale only through
criminal Jaw, and that civil actions
may be brought even after the crimi-
nal statute of limitations explres.

He tined Presson $10,000 and
ordered him {0 pay for any counsel-
ing services that shall be deemed re-
quired by his victims.

The judge aiso pui a freeze on the
trunsfer or disposition of any of
Presson's assels in order lo.guar-
antee that money will remain avali-
able to help bis victims.

Presson must continue 10 get
mental bealth counseling. He must
report 1o his probation officer whean-
ever he prepares to Jeave for & coun-
seling session .

No one other than hls immediate
lamily will be allowed Inside bhis
home with him. No one under age 21
will be allowed Inside at any (ime
during the home conlinement,
Nelson said. .

None of jt seemed encugh for Gar-
natl.

He had sought the maxlmum pris-
on seatence of 14 yeurs. He had been

ged that the psychologlical plan
of treaument proposed for Presson
calis eventually for him to become
involved again with young people.

*It's & case for Ripiey's Believe It
Or Nol,” sald the prosecutor,

Sex olfense cases involving~
children, by all accounts, are diff}-
cult. Garnati suid they will be even
harder to prosecute now.

Bul the alternative is actually ao
alternative at all, be said.

“There's no easy sotution or briiii-
anl answer. [ guess I'm very disap-
pointed right now, but the best thing
1 can say Is even though we all are
shocked and disappolnied, we just
'can'l give up. We have 1o keep fight-

ng..."

He iniends to do Just that,
“{'it be here Monday morning,” he
said.
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guilty in 1 case

Two more child sex abuse trials planned

By Marta Brautigam
Of The Southarn Winoisan ]

The former Marion City Council
member and youth leader accused of
sexually abusing three young boys
was convicted Tueaday in the first of
three cases expected lo come (o tri-
al. N

Rex Presson, 66, was found guilly
of aggravated criminal sexua! abuse
in connection with an Aprit 22 inci-
dent at a Williamaon County swim-
ming facility involving a hoy under
theage of 13.

Willtamson County State’s
Attorncy Charles Garnati said he is
now “prepared to go forward with
the other two cases.”

In Circuit Ceurt in Willlamson
County, Judge C. David - Nelgon
ordéred Pressnn held without ball
pending sentencing.

No sentencing date has been sel

Presson had heen {ree after post-
ing $4,000 cach hall.

The two other charges of apgia-
vated criminal sexual abuse were
filed against Fresson after his April
28 arrest.

The alleged incidents occurred
April 16 and 25 invelving boys be-
tweenthe agesof 11 and

Presson has worked a num-

her of ynung boys and girls for many
vears through his Involvement with
organizations such as the Civl Air
Fatrol, Boy Scouts, the YMCA and
Rig Brothers of America. )

In clnzing arguments, Garnati said
that Presson had “used his position ...
to get around to do the thing he's
done in this particular case.”

Defense attorney Bernard Paul
said he found it difficult to belleve
that the boys would have allowed
Presson to repestedly abuse them
sexually. D

“Why would a stranger, an older
man, he permitted this liberty with
leen-ag~ boys?"” Paul sald in his clos-
ing arguments. )

Nelson 1ecessed the court shortly
before 11 a.m. He returned at 1 p.m.
to hand down his decislon.

Refore announcing the verdict,
Nelson <aid that heightened aware-
ness about child molestation has
made it difficult in some Instances
for adufts who work with children.

Adults are nccasionally faced with
falsc accnsations for “innocent acts,”
Nelson =aid.

“I don’t think this is that kind of
case,” he sald.

Garnnti sald at a news conference
after the trinl that the conviction
demonstrates that even influential,

— . —— —_—

well-known citizens are notl immune
to the law,

“This was in my opinion an ex-
tremely important case, hecan-e for
the Iast six or seven manthg ['ve
heard persistent’ rumors that Rex
Presson was too infloential, Rex
Presson knew (oo many prople —
that he would never be convicied
Today he found out that it doesn't
matter who you know or who you are
in Williamson County,” Garnati said.

He said that he hopes Presson will
admit he is gulity of the other twn
charges belore the two witnesses
must’ be submitted lo testifying
again.

“He's already put kids through
enough turmoll, and to make those
kids go_through two more trinls |
think would be ... ‘evén worse than
the things he's already done.” Garna.
ti sald.

He said that he plans to push for 3
prison sentence for Presson.

Aggravated sexual ahuse iz a Clacs
11 felony punishable by up to seven
years in prison.

It Presson is convicted of the other
two charges, he could accumulate a
term of up to 21 consecutive years,
Garnati said.

Neither Presson r
mnake any statement

Tanl wonld
“the trial.

CONF011395



BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
w"\l. ILLINOIS 52948
hone

Ncvember 17,1989

Paul Ermst
Director Registration Service
Boy Scouts of America

Irving, TX 75015-2079
Cear Mr. Emst,

I received your letter dated 11/3/89 requesting the cutccme of a trial for
Mr. Rex D. Presson.

I verscnally was not familiar with the case, so I talked o Mr. Robert Shields,
Senior District Executive, who was Zamiliar with iz. He informs me the case has not ~
gone to trial yet. As scon as it dees we will infcrm ycu of the outcome.

écout Executive
Egyptian Council 2120

SERVING YOUTH IN THE '0 SCUTHERN ILLINOIS COUNTIES CF ALEXANCER, SRANKLIN, “AMILTCN _ACKSCN _CHNSCN, PEARY 2LLASKI, SALNE. JNICN, AND 'WILLIAMSCN

CONF011396



Novamber 3, 1989

Ar. Ralst Jack Norman ) o
Scout Zxecutive

Zgyptian Council, lo. 120

IO AN NI TT NPT ST Ty PR oyl Jee
PERSONAL A CONFIDENTI: STRJECT:  REX 3. 2RESSON

indidated that a trial was

farlier this year, you sent us material whieh indi
taking pisce Jor Mr. Pressca. “We would like the nutcome, zince we hope Lt has
aow Seen complated. %e would a2lssc like iny senta2acing which has been i{mposed.

= - i- 1 ia" 7 71 % a 2. =27 - -

Fleazs zive us 2all the zatawial gnich will 2a2lp o sigsa chisz S71s, zp that we
s . st - . . . e

Wio. 2ave ke atillty oo rafuse registratlion invwher2 It ~izht be acrtempred.

Zaul Ernmst, Director
Registration Service

cc:  Horth Central Region

CONF011397
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~_LBJ Staffer - - =

‘

Pet Talk

T T WA s AW

= Mest of £

!, o Farmer statter for LBJ, ‘.t Although its too late for - .- Manon ooys ™
o 2 other govemment posts. R Easterg find out * Marion giris fo
- . soma tips ; 9 )
R T S e e e A R
.:;-__,:See State/Reglon, Pa. 3 - g’ea; ?azc;aé bunny. R <’See Sports.
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Wltnesses testafy agamst |
 Presson in sex abuse case:

f

L.
R
£l

By J. Majerus ckmnhm.wmmeboymacknda mmqummmmm
.1 . of the Daily Republicam -~ (0 Presson’s front. - 3 lowendof thepool. - -
* Witnesses mapretimmary hearingy, At that point, according ™ Hood Defease Bernard pauL

»MmeuﬁmofMum,. 5 M(Prem)wumbbmshunmhn " asked Hood if she believed Presson.
iestified W his aileged sexual abuse: ;. gemuat ares.” - =" could have been teaching the boys 0
dmmxzmn.umwm. When pressed by Williamsoo | swam, . 2 - .

A

Hc-mn Clab and a¢ Presson’ Shome. :: County Sate’s Atorney Chuck Gare

““Tha way he was wouching them. |

- Describing Presson’s actvities in

the pool at the Deita Heaith Club,
witness Diane Hood saud she had
seen Presson on 1wo separale occa-
sions fondling boys

- Presson, 45, of \vhnon.lsafomer

Manon city counciiman. While on -

the city council from 1967-1975, he
served as poiice and fire comnus-
swonerand streetcommussioner. Heis
also the wce<charr of the Mawon

. Cuitural and Civic Center Board of
Direciors.

"+ In agdition. Presson has been in.

- voived in numerous vouth acuvities

in-the area for many years. His in-
volvement wn the Civil Air Pauol
spans J0O years, and he had, unul his:

. arrest, served as commander {oe the
i7. Williamson County squadron.
© . Tesufving in Williamson County

>

—-——m

court before Circunt Judge C. David

" Neison, Hood saxd that on Apnt 16,

1989, Presson and two bovs entered,

> the pool area of :he heaith club.

- Once they sntered the water, she
m?:monpuuedonem'meboys

. nau to name exactly where Presson hewunt uying o weach mua lm

wulmchmgdtboy,dwmdhews swim," she replied,

iouching his penss.

Hoodsudslzwamheda?rm”

Gamau asked Hood wkﬁ( shasaw
atter Pressoa sv.opped uwcamg !!B

(ondlednnboymdwamhedmhn . boy.

got out of the water.

. “He heid mmupmmwwlih

“When he (Presson) got out of the.~ hemﬂmnngmhubackmhe
waserand he wascamingtowardme,:  (the boy) hadanerection,” said Hood.:*
‘e had an erection.” she said. Hood sad sfter witnessing Pres-

After that incident, she sad, she. . son’sacts with the boys. she spoke 1o
did notnoufy authonues because she 2 (riend of hers in another room.
did nat know the names of Presson or Wuhoulsavmgvvha(she thought was
thcboy:.mdmmdtogu'nm going on. Hood asked her friend o

iniormation.

agamn saw Presson with two boys at.

* waweh the poot ares. Her friend did
On Apnl 22, Hood tesufied, she 0, and recumed. infunsied, 0 the:

- room Where Hood was, ~

the club pool. When the thres got in - Soth women agreed 0 report the
the water, she said, the same acuvity  incident to the manageron duty. They
began agan, * did so, and obained Presson’s name.,

“He (Presson) just stareed right = Hood's friend also asked the boys

away, fondling onto his breast and-  therr names in order (0 report the

his genital area,” she said, 3dding,

incident, according 1o Roger Webb, a

19&9 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS -- Kennetr
Powiess from the Manon Kiwanis Club presented
Marion Junior High Schoot students with both theKi-
warys Club Scholarshuo and Citzenship awards yester.

weres bottom (leftionght)
Roy Thitipraserty: wop il
Monroe, Kathieen Lynn P
Kobytuk, (Phow by Julbse |

“This time it was moro than the firse - dotective with the Williamson County Schot fe : .
ume.kwushkebemmunxbwug ahcnl‘l‘socpanmml.wm;lsom- day. The ,A@ R or the etght grade
him.” . fied in the heanng. . .
Pumnandlheboysmsll {n his nvesugauoncfP'&on .
wemngswmmgmxmﬂood. Condnu-duupanm ———
TIF opponents get copies of |
. Kiwanis
AR
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