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By BILL MORGAN

Watking Glen Bureau Chlef ... «

WATKINS GLEN — Mak il
former Schuyler County scoutmastér,
was charged by state pollice in Batavia
Thursday with sodomizing a .Scout in
his troop during a 1986 trip. »

HHs, 29, of Route 414, Town of Dix,
was arraigned in Town of Darien Court
Thursday afternoon on two felony

4

countd of third-degree sodoniy. Hills.

was scoutmaster with Boy Scout Troop
79 of Moreland at the timé ol the inci-
dents, which allegedly occurréd during
a Scout camping trip to Darien Lake
Fun Country near Batavia Sept. 13-14,
1986.
Justice Eric Randall set ball at
1,000 cash or $2,000 property bond.
spokesman for thé Genesee Coitnly
eriff’s Department in Batavia sald
Hills posted bail 1ate Thdrsday.
Hills’ attorney, Raymond M. Schlath-
er of Ithaca, sald his client voluntarily

surrendered himsell Thursday. The at--

torney declined comment. o
The alleged Incidents involved &

Scout who was 14 years old at the time,

sald John W. Anna, senfor investigator
with the Bureau of Criminal Investiga-
tion at state police Troop A headquat-

Star-Gazetle

Friday, July 1,
. Page 1B

1988

IR

ters in Batavia. The Investigation is
continuing, Anna said.

" Hills was duspended as a scoutmas.
tet March 14 of this year, said Kelth
Douglass, Scout executive with the Sul-
livan Trait Council of the Boy Scouts of

x-scoutmaster faces new sex charge -

. America of which Troop 79 is part.

Hills was Informed of the suspensjon
by letter, which Douglass sald he dellv-
éred to Hills by hand. “"He (Hills) s no
longer a scoutmaster as of the moment
1 delivered the letter,” Douglass sald.

The' Boys Scouts of Amerlea has
-implémsénted a policy to prevent
- Bexual abuse of its members.

Kelth L. Douglass, scout executive
with the Elmira-based Sullivan Tra-
i1 Councll, sald the policy was In
place belore charges were brought
againdt Mark E. Hills, formet scout-

‘master bt Moreland Troop 79 in
- Schiiyler County.

.. The pollcy stipulates:

.. gent at all Scout functions.

] U:;:m camping trips ahd out-
ings at lemote areas, at least four
adults miist be present at all times.

:soi shocked and appalled, ob-

.. '8 Atllast two adults must be pre-

Council takes preventive steps

viously,”' Douglass said of the '
charges against Hills. Hills is
charged with sodomizing a Scout on '
a trip to Darien Lake in Septembet
1988,

Douglass sald the camping trip
was sanctioned by his office, but he
couldn't comiment on whether policy
was followed.

Scout leaders are trained to detec
sexual abuse and what to do when
allegations of sexual abuse ate
made, Douglass said.

“It's not to say it's foolproof,”
Douglass sald. “It’s just to say il's a
policy, and I will be here to main-
tain that policy.”

_

Hills had been scoutmiddter ot Troop
79 since January 1978, DdUglisd said.
There are 22 Scouts In the troop. .

The suspension omam two dayd hfter
eight felony counts of third.degree sodo.
my and two misdemeanor counts of en.
dangering the welfare of a child werd
filed against Hills.

Those charges, filed by Sgt. Philip C.

‘Barnes of the Schuyler Gounty Sheriff's

. IR
Depattment, hre stift peridlnig’ They al.
lege that Hills had “‘deviate $exual {n.
tercoutse with a persoft less than 17
years old” 14 May 1988, March 1987
and last Janubry in the Watking Glen.
Montour Falls area. . ... .

It could riot be confirmed Thursday
night whether those alleged incidents
Involved the bafe Scout: The name of
the Scout has not been released. |

Grovet T. Udenthal, & Watking Glen
area lawyer ncvo_imm {o prosecite the
case, said thé chargés fildd 'Mdrch 12
will be presented to grand jury next
Friday. He declined td elabbtate. -

Schuyler County Digirlét Attornéy
Stewart E. McDivitt sald Odenthal was
appointed when McDivitt disqualified
himself because a relatlve of Hills
works for him,

CONF020672



Ex-Scoutmaster ~

is indicted in
Schuyler County

Sex offenses charged

By BILL MORGAN

Watkins Glen Bureau Chief

WATKINS GLEN — Mark E. Hills, a former local

outmaster, was indicted by a Schuyler County
grand jury Friday on 28 counts alleging he had de-
viate sexual intercourse with three Boy Scouts within
the last four years.

Hills, 29, of Route 414, Town of Dix, is scheduled to
be arraigned before Schuyler County Judge John P.

Callanan Monday at 9:30 a.m. He is free on 35,000

bail.
The indictment charges Hills with the following:
M 13 counts of third.degree sodomy, a class E felo-
ay. :

B Three counts of second-degree sodomy, a class |

D felony.
K Five counts of third-degree sexual abuse, 2 mis-
demeanor.
® Two counts of endangering the weliare of a
child, a misdemeanor.
(See Indicted on Page 3A)

i
(

'
'
3

I

|

Saturday
July 3, 1 988 "

TIndicted

(Continued from Page 1A)

_ Hills couid- not be reached for
-comment, His attorney, Raymond
‘M. Schiather of Ithaca, said Fri.
day night that he had not yet seen
‘the indictment, but added: “I can
rassure you that his (Hills’) plea
-will be not guilty. Other than that,
.I have no comment."”

Hills was Scoutmaster with Boy
.Scout Troop 79 of Moreland from
January 1978 until last March 14,
when he was suspended, according

. to Keith Douglass, Scout executive
with the Sullivan Trail Council of
the Boy Scouts of America. Troop
79 is part of that council.

Grover QOdenthal, a Watkins
Glen area lawyer appointed to
prosecute the case, declined com-
_ment,

The indictments followed an in-
vestigation by Sgt. Philip C. Bar-
‘nes of the Schuyler County

" Sheriff’s Department.

Two of the Scouts, who were 12

‘occurred, are now 16, Barnes said.

» The third is 14, Barnes said. Their
_.ldeatities have not been made pub-
~ le.

The mcxdents allegedly occurred
between August 1984 and March of
this year, according to the indict-
ment.

According to the md:ctment
Hills “did engage in reguiar and
repested acts of deviate sexual in-

. . tercourse, amounting to two or

three times each week, with
(boy’s name is deleted), 12 years
of age,” during August, Septem-
ber and October 1384 in a wooded
area behind Hills’ home,

— ———

Another incident, also involving
a boy who was 12 at the time, is
alleged to have occurred some-
time bhetween Jan. 17, 1985 and
March 3, 1985 at the Moreland
Grange in the Town of Dix.

Other incidents allegedly oc-
curred during 1986 and 1987 at
Camp Moreland on Catlin Hill
Road in the Townm of Dix. Others
allegedly occurred in February of
this year at the Watkins Glen
Community Center. ,

Hills also faces two counts of
third-degree sodomy in Genesee
County. State police at Batavia
filed those charges June 30, alleg-
ing that Hills had deviate sexual
intercourse with a Scout, who was
14 at the time, during a 1986 camp-
ing trip to Darien Lake Fun Coun-
Ty. -

Genesee County District Attor-
ney Robert C. Noonan said Friday
the charges will be presented to a
grand jury in four to six weeks.

The state Penal Law defines
second-degree sodomy as deviate
sexual intercourse committed by
person older than 18 with another
person less than 14 years old.
Each count is punishable by either
a sentence of probation or a prison
term of up to seven years.

Third-degree sodomy is defined

- as deviate sexual intercourse com-

mitted by a person 21 or older
with another person less than 17.
Each count is punishable by a sen-
tence of probation or a prison
term of up to four years.

Each misdemeanor count is pun-
ishable by a fine or a jail term of
up to one year.
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By ur.r :czgz
" Watki#ix Glen w.:,nu: Chief
,, sim.zm GLEN/<: Mtk E. Hillg, a
?..Bo war yler 02:5‘ scoutmaster,
‘wai cHirged byistaté pstice in Batavia
" Thurs vw.;:? sodgwmiziig 4 Scout In
i his :, ditin g4 3% trlp, ~ .

;m__:. na of, zoia »: Tow of Dix,
I was hrralgded In Towil ot Darten Court
Hr:lmnw ifternoon on two fetony
. countd; of third. nmwwaa rsodomy. Hilis

79 of Morelind at.tlig. time of the Incl-
. ga:ﬁ

a Scogt' g&uEn Bp 5 Darlen Lake
Fun OES:. .5__?&%2_» mmza 8 14,

.T
_; ..

$1,000 tash of 2,000 property bond.

A mgrmm—::: for the Genesee County

Sherift's Department in Batavia sald
- Hills posted ball ?»o Thursday af.
ternoon.

Hills' attoiney, Ragmond M, Schiath.
_er of Ithaca; sald his cllent voluntarily
.2_23..3@..._‘553: Thursday. The atl.
. tornef’ &aa:gn 3 comment on the
_.osmqmw-

* Thd alleged Incidénts Involved a
" Scout who was 14 yedrs old at the time,

‘sald John W. Anna; fenlor Investigator

~with the Bureau of Criminal Investiga.

Which, allbgedly odburred during.

Euﬁg ‘Etie z»:.:_: st vn: z

:_c 3 3@ :dmm:.dw

" was scbutriastet with By Scout Troop -

—

e e e e i e N2

MAUREEN HIGHFS S1ar Go

L .2. :2 granddalghter, Katle Van Devonter, 7, and her daughter, Kathy Van Drventar, tour the
{ amoua E Xc._aoaa.@w "a :Emaca of residents’ treasured balonglings, Thuraday at tha Rethany Center Summer Fealival,

By BILL MORGAN
Watkins Glen Dureau Chief
The Boys Scouts of Amerlea has
implemented a pollcy to prevent
“sexuhl abuse of {ts members.

I Kelth L. Douglass, Scoul exec.
utive with the Elmira-based Sulil.
‘van Trall Councijl, sald the policy
" wa$ in place before charges were
brought against Mark E. Hills,
former scoulmaster of Moreland
Troop 79 in Schuyler County.

The policy stipulates:

M At least two adults musl be
present at all Scowl functions,

W During camping trips and
outings at remote areas, at least
four adults must be present al all

.Boy Scouts emphasize
“policy to prevent abuse

tithes,

“We're shocked and nppalled,
obviously,” Douglass sald of the
charges against Hills. Hills is
charged with sodomizing a Scout
on a trip to Darfen Lake in Sep-
tember 19886.

Douglags said the camping trip
wag sanctioned by his office, but
he coulidn't comment on whether
pollicy wasg followed.

Scout leaders are trained to de-
teet soxual abuse and what {o do
when allegations of sexual abuse
are made, Douglnss sald.

“It's nol to say it's foolpreof,”
Douglags sald. “l's Just o say,

i's a pollcy, and I will be here to
malntain that policy.”

tlon at stale police Troop A beadquar-
ters in Batavia. The invesligation s
continuing, Anna sald.

Rills was suspended as a scoutmas-
ter March 14 of this year, sald Keith
Douglass, scout executive with the Sul-

’ .,,.\« P

——

Hvan Trall Councll of the Doy Scouts of
Amerlca of which Tronp 70 1s part,

1itls was informed of the suspension
by letter, which Douglags said he deliv.
ered to Hls by hand. "“He (Hilg) is o
longer a scottmasier as of the moment

ek

reite

,~

dav al 31 Joseph's Haospita!

As one who has faced barvrlers
all her Hie — architeclural as well
as attitudinal - she adih essed
about 60 disabled people in trimg
they mndersinod,

She talked not onty of the vrob.
tems bul of “the promised hiight

{Sce Disabled on Page 210

m%,mac::zmmﬁé charged with molesting youth

I deliviered the lelter,” Douglass “nid

Hills had heen scoutmaster of {yoop
79 since January 1978, Dourlass sald.
There are 22 Scouts in the troop,

The suspension came two days alter
elght felony counts of third.degree so-
domy and two misdemeanor rounts of
endangering the wellare of a child
were filed against Hills.

Thosé charges, filed by Sgt. Philip C.
Barneg of the Schuyler County Sheri{{'s
Depa »Sosr are 5til} pending. They al-
togn R THiie Rt avinte scxuat
tercouf with a pergon less than 17
Years old’’ In 'Mdy 1986, March 1987
and last January i ihe Watkine Glen.
Montout Fallg area.

1t could not be confirmed Thursday
night whether those alleged incideonts
involved the same Scout. The name of
the Scoul bas not been released

Grover T. Odenthnl, & Watkins Glen
area lawyer appoinfed to proseeute the
case, sald the charges filerd March 12
wilt bhe presented {o prand jury next
Friday. e deelinnd to clabmate

Schuyler Counly District Allerney
Stewart F. Mcbhivitt sald Odenthal wna
appotnted specint prosecutor when Me.
Divitt disqualificd himeelf beeause n
relative of JTills is employed of his of-
firp,

Sco i 7
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day 15, 1588

Leith w. Uouglass
3Cout zxecutive
Suilivan Trail Councii, Ne. 3

-
¢

[8)

PERSONAL AND COHFISENTIAL
ey

o [kl N .o 133Y s
Suzdzli:s ark Z. Hilis

- 2as
Dear Zeita:

Thank you for the detailed {nformation sent concerning the
Tnis case nas been reviewed with our atiorney and is now an
Ccatidential Fita.

Siacarai

Paul Zrnst, dirscicr
Registratiaon Servica

Qve Scoutar,
ur cermanent
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Tiger Cubs. Cud Scouts. Boy dcouts. Varmity Seouuny and Expiorer Programs

o @
Sullivan Trail Council, Jnec.

' Bov Scouts of America
SGGU‘”NG/USA Roricks Gien. Box 3095 « Elmira, New York 14905

March 14, 1988

Mr. Paul Ernest

Director Registration Service
Bay Scouts of America
Naticnal Council

1325 Walmnut Hill Lane

P.0. Box 132079

Irving, Texas, 73013 - 2079

Dear Paul:
I r2ceived a phone call Sunday Morning, the 13th of

Marchn from a former Scouter Ln cur Council, Mr. David Seidel,
who informed me that the Schuvyler County NY, Sheriff Dept.
had arre2sted Mr. Mark Hills on suspicion of sexual child
abuse. Mr., Hills is Scoutmaster of Troop 79 spcnsored by the
Olive Branch Grange and the allegation invaolve two boys, botn
Scouts in his troop.

At this poilt it is unclear whether &the all=ged B
incidents occurr=d during Scouting activities. You w1l
racsive the arrest r2port and any other informatiaon per
to the investigaticon as Lt i1s made availabla to me.

I have notified our l=2gal counsel, ang director and met
Wwlith my council aresident. Monday evening, Qur gorasident anc
I will visit wixh the trooo, r2pr2santatives of the Grange
and par=2nts to hela them in keenlng tNe Zroop cgether ana
toc fimd a new l=ager. You wilil!l recsive adcitional
documentaticon as 1t Ls made available toc me.

Thank you again for your help in this unfortunate

1
<

-
-

inent

occurranca. .
Sincerealy,
e PN
// /’. ‘_/
Keith L. Douglass
=/ - Scout Executive
: ~ L _
LT /4%°Z
,’“/J/‘./ '>[/~’«/7//u/l/..;“'//'>'\ rJ C_// LL, 5670 -

/—? Leo. /// /‘/v_r*’///% L Cxr 7T /4, // //_44-/ Se S /17"‘1'/3._ é‘«::‘.\n 7’-‘{44// i
. . . z
Tz 5./—‘/4 L 2D 47/4&/14)) %/ﬂ acluriales ¥ TZT s S5e
Th <= e é/‘r ,/ /yf‘@r//crm /‘&‘7—7/ - AN DY WV e AN

SERVING THE YOUTH OF CHEMUNG AND SCHUYLER COUNTIES
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» Schuyler men charged

WATKINS GLEN — Two Watkins Glen RD 2 .

men were charged with sodomy in separate
incidents Saturday by the Schuyler County
Sheriff’s Department. )

James E. Sutton, 32, of Route 414, Watkins
Glen, was charged with first-degree sodomy
and first-degree sexual abuse by Sgt. Philip
Barnes. Sutton was charged for ailegedly
having sexuai conduct with a young child for
whom he was caring March 11 in the Town of
Dix.” . .

Sutton was arraigned before Town of Dix
Justice Alan Gregory and committed to the
Schuyler County Jail in lieu of $6,000 cash bail
or $12,000 bail bond.

Mark E. Hills, 29, of Route 414, Watkins Glen,

" was charged with third.degree sodomy and

endangering the weifare of a child. Barnes
charged that Hills had sexuai conduct with a
youth under the age of 17 over the last.iwo
years, In the course of the investigation,

Barnes learned that Hills may have had sexual ;

conduct with a second youth resuiting in the

endangering the welfare of a.mino:; charge.
Hills was arraigned before Town of Reading

Justice Peter Pevo and committed to the

" Schuyler County Jail in Hew of $5,000 bail.- . -

LY e sl

Local

Sunday, March 13, 1988
Page 1C

i
1
i
!
i
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SCOUTING/USA

Boy Scouts ot Americu

Marzn <. &

Mr. Mark Hills
Watkins Glen, NY 14891
Dear Marik,

ATter careful review, we have decided that vour
registration with the Boy Scouts of America shoula ne
sever any relaticns that you may have with the Bay 3
America. A refund of veour ragistratron fee is =nclo

cou s
s=2g
You shou!ld unders-ars Lbhas

1 a privilsge and is nco: au
Ahc azplias. we raserva the

~whnenever there (S a concarn that am individual mayv r~- noe

the nigh stancdards of memoershio whizh the 3SA seaws =2
provide Tor American ycuth.

I¥ you wish %2 nhave this decisidn reviewed 9y 2
T2V l2w IscmmLin2e, plzase write me witnin &0 gays of
ot this l=2tter, 2xplaining = ’ the fac:=
SUQPESrTLINg vour ZTlaim Ynaz zZn as 3 35~ ne
snoulg ne rzinstatac. Trma2 T2vi3aw Oo7 Thi
Z2IL3L2 ara aztachec.
Sime=2-= 273
“%_\K
N
Pate- . ToTwNrs
Counc: ~-zz.asntn
——
L ——————
SERVING THE YOU TH OF CHE MUNG AN ose et 2 PR COF N ey

e:S;u[/t'ggn Orail Counci[, dne.

Roricks Glen, Bux 3095 « Elmira. New York 14905

4}
L}
om

-Sespended. We are therefose compelled to request zha= wou

if)

ot

Pres Cubs Cub Seaary, Hon S Varg Seceesstit 104 Explorer Progris.
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RACE: [ ¢ Beard:
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WEIGHT: /72 Hisvani
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22ge Two af idark I @fIs statement 3/12/23 @)

d: Where abouts were you when this happened and what sxactly happened?

A: We were at Camp Moreland off £ of —-as in my tent

uess decause nis tent was soaking-’ wet, I remember waking up after

1g

sleeping a couple of hours and my hand was over on nais cenis, and I gzot
my odearings and drew my hand back, and then I was jus: laying there for
a while ..nd- reached back aver and pulled my hand back over to nhis

=

J
venis, this proobably naprsned three or four times that nlgh I didnt
S osening again

'{)

x with him that night. I dont remember 1t ha

= O
O
s
(9%
)

nt recall now many tvimes.

;
@& got a littl

N

Ny
B}
H
o1
4]
[$1
s
il
(@1
!l
3]
1]

Probably sometime in May, at the Montour
mere.involved, we touched each others penis's and I zhink Shat is when
seXx scar,ec,- would sucic on my penis and it was about the
incident belore I started to suck on nis.

% . PE - $ -
ere was tihe cnird incident at?

D
)

: Lt didnt always happen 2very camp ousz.

3

: How about an incident at Darian Lake in Sagtamber o

A
N
o
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e th‘ of Mark Z. Hills stateme' 3/12/38

(continued) nappen, we would go into a bathroom and we both would take
down our own pants and touch each others and he usually would suck on my
penis first, and then I then ance in a while I would suck on his.

Wnen was the last time that this happened at the Grange Hall?

It was berfore our XKlondike Derby, that was the 13t week of February, so
it would have happensd either the 18th or the 25th of January.

Was there also an incident on _in your Blazer?
Yes sir, It would prodbably have been the 27th of Januar y, the other
incident would have been the 18th, I was taking- home, I turned off
Rt U415 onto the Coykendall Road, and parked along the road, it was about
8:30 at night. At that time I started feeling him, and he started feeling
me, and he started on.me first, bdut he sucked on my penis and then I
sucked on nis, he was laying out between the bucket seats and his head

was on the vack seat. After that I tcex nim o where ne was staying at

Rt PR \'“_

waaT [VRPPY § vy - e .

Py N - a LIRS WS N I Y - - t\_le Ty —-ed T a ,.,.,...‘, R al -
' * - —rd A s _.I'I ......,...‘.&unb ab IS -laq-...I'IS (PS54 v LemaaiA e e s o S aa v
~ A e - - - % pn I >7T 9
nat was the most recsnt one, it would have been February 27,193

8
-nec me down there, ne wanted to helpy me s2% up for a dance we
e J €

The same Tihing again, we just started feeling sach otnhn

suc«£ec cn me, gut I didnt suck on him, I said lefs gzet going.
e’ In The Jommunity Center did tiais nzppen?

3ack Ln where they k2sp the tablas zni zhairs, like.a ufiliszy riom.

\Jot: u':ua’ 1y,

“Jou’d ne 2jackulate when you sucked on nis

No.
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Page four o".ark Z Hills statement ‘/12/88

Did you do it for your own gratification?
It didnt start out that way, there was a couple of times that iz did, bus

)

towards the end, I just wanted to get away from i
Did _all you on the telephone last night and again today
and discuss these events with you? .

Yes sir. —— .
Did you valk to him about them?

As much as I could.

Have you done somethings with_ that were wrong?

Ve nave, -nd I have camped together several zimes, and yes

I have touched his penis, and he has touched mine.

When was the last incident?

Would have been a camp out on March 4,5, and fch at Skyline on the Drew

ng together and we would get wrestling around and

Road. We were tenti
Qe would poke me , I have knowingly souched nis genis, lilta Sriza night

~nil2 we were in the sleeping bags and I scuched ais venis with my hands

and he touched mine.

"Did you nave oral sex with him?

No sir, that has never happened with ni:

When Zdid this s:tars -,-Ji':‘n-?

Just
around wich _, out The time last weeit was thz Tirss o3t 1% was

-
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D
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How about with rour own children

No.sir. -
Do you know that what you were doing was illazal with-also?

Yes.sir.

No sir.
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e five of Mark Z. Hills statement 3‘2/88

das your rights deen violated in any way?

O

No sir. —

Could you have had an attorney at anytime that you wanted one?

O

Yes.
9: And have you or anyone else requested one from me or anyone else of

:15-2

-

the Schuyler Co Sheriff's Dept?
A: No sir.
~ ——R:.D1id you voluntarily come to khis office to talk to me?

A: Yes sir.
Q: Have any threats or promisss been made So Jou regarding ycur talking to

me or giving me this statement?
4: No sir.
Q: Have you also been allowed to have coffee or beverage,

ocr asked of focd

and been denied it?

a-

0, I nave had coffee.

&

al e o~y N e F] o 3 . * . -
e you under the inlluence of drugs or alcchol

A: No sir.

consisting of filve pages and the facts constained

fnereln are true and correct. I have been £0ld znd I undsrstans That maxing a
3 ) lolni ~ oA~ - den -
ent is punishable as a Class A lisdazmeancr pursuant So
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