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. Found qullty/lnnocent by court /)éf/ JH
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%LIGIBLE VOLUNTEER RECORD SHEET
REGISTRATION SERVICE
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

DATE: June 17, 1991

FULL NAME HOWARD CUNNINGHARYY S.S. HO.

(No initials if you can possibly get full name)

CITY Centralia STATE IL ZIP CODE 62801

DATE OF BIRTH 12/45 (best info (This is important and should be exact)
available)
APPROXIMATE AGE 45 (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known)

RELIGION Baptist NATIONALITY (Citizen of) U.S. Citizen

OCCUPATICN Laborer

EDUCATION High School

WEIGHT 115 approx. HEIGHT 5'6" RACE Caucasian
COLOR OF HAIR Lt. Brown COLOR OF EYES Brown

ANY DISTINGUISHING PHYSICAL CHARACTERSTICS None

HAOLBIES OR SPECIAL INTERESTS Photography

MARRIED / / SINGLE /xx/ NAME OF SPOUSE

CHILDREN

{(Name, number, ages, if possible)
SCOUTING CONNECTIONS:

UnliT CITY STATE POSITION DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED
279 Walnut Hill IL SA(?) 1980

Chartered Organization  narqon Elemevtary School, Cenrralia, TL

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

INCIDENT: TYPE L or 2 DATE OF INCIDENT 1978-1991 RESOLUTION 2 and 3
Tyve Resolution gentenced to. 2

1=Scout Related 1
2=Non—scout related 2. Criminal action
3=homosexual (not specifically with youth) 3. Court action

4, Probationary status

5. Reported to state agency

Check off list of attached documentation

1. Description of incident
el :
2 Bicein(s) statement

3. media reports

3. Offender's statement

consecu—

. Internal (only Scouts Know) tive 40
year terms

“ ' -,/48C0ﬁf ZRECTTIVE
3823r-eko-9/22/829
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July 24, 1991 JUL 74 891

¥r. Glenn E. Stone
Scout Executive
Okaw VYalley Council, Ko. 116

PERSONAL AND COHFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: HOWARD CUNNINGHAM

sear Gene:

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the abcve Scouter.
This case has been reviewed with our attorney and is now on our permanent
Ineligidie Vclunteer File.

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Director
Registiration and Statistical Service

ab

cc: horth Central Regicn,

~ CONF026835




July 15, 1991

Mr. James D. Stone
Scout Executive v
Buckskin Council, No. &1+

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: HOWARD CUNNINGHAM

Dear Jim:

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the above Scouter.
This case has been reviewed with our attorney and is now on our permanent
Ineligible Volunteer File.

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Director

Registration and Statistical Service PR
<
- %
ot ? %
eko ~ A
\ w‘ - 5
cc: Peter M. Barbernitz, East Central Region S aae
--QO{:""
A
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June 4, 1997
Mr. Glenn E. Stone
Scout Executive
Okaw VYalley Council, No. 116
PERSONAL AND CORFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: HOWARD CUNNINGHAM

Dear Gene:

Thanks for the material on Mr. Cunningham. This is most complete and will
enable us to refuse registration in the future.

Enclosed is an Ineligible Volunteer Record Sheet which must be completed, so
we can identify Mr. Cunningham. Please complete this with as much information
as you have available.

Thanks for your help.

Sincerely,

Paul Ernst, Qirector
Registration and Statistical Service

a9
Enclosure

¢c: Gerald R. Ulrich, Morth Central Region

CONF026837
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OKAW VALLEY COUNCIL BSA. "o

1801 North 17th Street Telephone: AC 618 234-9111 Belleville, Illinots 62223

May 28, 1991

Mr. Paul Ernst

Director - Registration Sexvice

National Office, BSA

1325 Walnut Hill Lane ‘
Irving, TX 75015-2079 !

Dear Mr. Ernst:
Please place the name of Mr. Howard Cunningham on the ineligible volunteer
listing. I have included supporting material from the Centralia, Illinois

Sentinel regarding Mr. Cunningham's conviction on child molestation charges.

Mr. Cunningham was last registered i1n 1980 with Scout Troop 279 in the Okaw
Valley Council. He was registered as an assistant Scoutmaster.

I have few other details and it appears Mr. Cunningham will oe incarcerated
for a long period of time.

Singerely,

/

LA
|
e Srone ROV

: U
Scout Executive o~ W~
(o b /\,\‘\
E ; E ‘
ne- AN L |
cc:  North Central Region L e
Lloyd Roitstein - Area Director [ VIR S
i E’L ‘ T v ,\(l-.f)
GS / db { N Lb, —-\\_, 'B \ 2 \\
U - g . ~
o A . \ ~
v\ . \\/ \\; V\
AN !

Serving Youth in The 9 Southern [llinows Counuies of St. Clair, Clay, Clinton, Jefferson, Marion, Monroe, Randolph, Washingion, Wavne
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12A Sunday Sentinel

Sex Abuse Conviction

.:u .

. BY TED SAYLOR '’
Sentine] Area Reporter
. Tearful pleas from confessed
chitd molester Howard Cunning-
bam werenotsufficientto prevent
Judge Harold Pennock III fromi or-
dering him Friday to spend up to
the next 70 years in an Illinois
prison. g SRR
Pennock deliberated less than
30 minutes before pronouncing
sentence on the 48-year-old Cen-
tralia man who pleaded guilty but
mentally {1l in late March to en-
gaging in sexual acts with four dif-
ferent boys ranging in age from 10
to 14 since the summer of 1988.
Prior to receiving the prison
sentence, which was far below the
120-year maximum he could have
. _received, Cunningham spoke on
.rm own behalf for nearly an hour.
nningham’s emotional state-
- ment ranged in content from a
confession of guilt and shame at
what be had done to the children,
to a plea for sentencing leniency.
-.Cunpingham ‘sobbed ‘and
- trembled uncontrollably as he re-
counted the alleged childhood
sexual abuse he suffered at the
hands of an older neighborhood
boy beginning when he was only 4
or 5 years old. He told the judge
the boy would make him get into a
. large cardboard box with a holein

O RS TS S LA SO S AP
the side, and force him “to do
things through the hole in the
bOX.” i apoeipy S e

He went on to exp
type of sexual abuse continued

even after his family imoved away
from that neighborhood, when he

“:..;..“.
d:mSEm .oxwomrnm Smmxcu_
abuse at an early age, Cunning-
ham said he was unable to have
sex with a woman and continued
seeking out children into
adulthood.”™ “7 - v7 o
- He told Pennock he did notreal-
fze the effect his actions were hav-
ing on the children until police
made it clear to him after the ar-
rest in late January. “It's like
someone put a knife through me. I
killed those kids .. 1 only was wor-
.ried about the kids. I hurt the
"kids,”- he said. ". AN
- At the close of his ‘statement,
Cunningham sald some of the boys
initiated sexual contact with him-
because they had previously been
abused by other ‘persons. He
asked Pennock, to consider what-
fate lies ahead for:them. %@&

many of them are going fowinmd.yp,
in the same place I wq._w....% ¢

LR Lo £

g y
, A

BETN R LNR CIRRESR AN AT Co
entencing hearing begarfl Paul Hillis .in hi:
Tuesday with Centralia police inf ments angrily last
vestigator Rich Simer testifying man's stalement ¢
that 60 different nude juvenild: hingham’s cooper:

males were identified in photof only bégan to coo)
graphs, and videotapes sefzed complaint was file
from Cunningham’'s home. Somq victims. - © - -

of the more than 300.photogra «« Hillis said Cunt

children engaging in sexual acts
alone or. with other children.
Simer also sald statements
made’ to the children point. ou
Cunningham_knew his action:
were illegal and be could end u
in prison if they were .qme.mELn.
During closing arguments, the
defendant’s attorney, Eddie Velt{§“high-grade mes
man, said, ''I honestly believe hef suffering from tt
did not mean to harm anyone.”Eretardation.” Hill
Veltmai 'described the appagthe diagnosisas*
rent mood of the children def'thatd testby acol
picted in the photographs and vid§ vid Kennard shov
eotapes as “playful,” and. said*has an above-av
their faces did notshow fear,anxif] In handing do
ety or embarrassment’ No_ evifPennock said
derice, including the statements of; chances of reh:
the_ victips, indicates Cunning} “speculativeatb
" ham forced them to engage int sex § worst.” He sald
tal cofiduct; he ‘added. .'| '}’ ¥ factors of punist
Yéltman pointed out that Cun{ ance need to b
~mingham cooperated fully during sver any hope «

vior was methodic
seduced the chilc
2 to teach them ho
crafts and then :
‘'when he had the
The prosecutor
tion to the diagn
chiatrist hired t
who said Cunn

* the investigation of the incidents} - Pennock com

and even told police where to find forts of Veltman
- the photo albums and videotapes) defense. “He [V:

-t Marion County State’s Attornew! real the events
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Wednesday, May 15, 1991

Won’t Take Witness Stand

BY TED SAYLOR
" Sentinel Area Reporter .

SALEM — The attorney repre-
senting confessed child molester
Howard Cunningham told Judge
Harold Pennock III yesterday that
his client had opted not to take the
witness stand in his own defense,
but would make a statement be-

-fore sentencing.
Cunningham, whose sentencing
bearing has continued each after-
pnoon since Tuesday, chose not
participate as a witness during

the portion of the hearing in

which his attorney, Eddie Velt-
man, presented “evidence in miti-
gation.” If Cunningham had taken
the witness stand, Marion County
State's Attorney Paul Hillis would
have been allowed to question
him concerning any matter relev-
ant to the case. . '

A plea of guilty but mentally ill
-was entered by Cunningham dur-
ing a court appearance in late
March. The original plea included
an admission of guilt to three
counts of aggravated criminal sex-
ual assault, four counts of aggra-
vated criminal sexual abuse and a

AP
-t L
R S X

1 e et DL
- RT3 0 TH O

single count of child pornography.
The defendant was allowed ear-
lier this week to withdraw the
plea to one count of criminal sex-
ual assault, after a dispute arose
between Hillis and Veltman con-
cerning the terms of the 'plea.
Tbe charges stem from inci-
dents in which i ad-
mitted to performing sexual acts
with several males under the age
of 14 — one as young as 10 — on
several occasions since the sum-
mer of 1988. Cunningham also told
investigators that he personally

photographed and videotaped the
children depicted in over 300

photographs and 13 videocasset- . p

tes confiscated from his home in
Japuary. ..
Centralia police “investigator
Rich Simer testified Tuesday that
over 60 young boys were depicted
nude, with some engaged in sex-
ual acts, in the photographs and
videotapes. . .
Sipce Cunningham was sche-
"duled to testify yesterday but did
not, Judge Harold Pennock told
‘ both attorneys that he would use
. the remainder of yesterday after-

ST, el N s

[y

noon to review the phowgraphs
and videotapes confiscated from

Cunningham. Pennock "said he |
would not review the material in |

open court or on the record, but

would allow the attordeys to be

present during the viewing aslong
as they did not ask questions or
make comments. oo
Following Cunningham'’s state-
ment and closing remarks from
both attorneys, Pennock said he
would deliberate and hopefully
pass sentence this afternoon.

Veltman was allowed to entera
framed letter from former Illinois
Governor Jim Thompson, which

raised i for his past
work on behalf of the Illinois Arti-
san Association and & display of

his crafts for then-Vice President -

George Bu;h‘s wife Barbara. 3

Pennock took under advise-
ment a motion by Veltman to per-
manently seal the evidence in"
Cunningham'’s case so the public

could not inspect itupon request. -
- Pennock .said -the .moﬁon;wgs_ .
e ae,

“premature;” “and .could
argued after ser tgncmg
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Police Testify In Centralia
Child Molestation Hearing

BY TED SAYLOR lice Department to file an assault told the judge the sound had beex
Sentinel Area Reporter complaint -against Cunningham deleted from the tape, but the

- " SALEM — Centralia police ip- ~ This unidentified victim told po-  child mouthed the:words, “How- -
vestigator Rich Simer testified in. lice Cunningham had performed ard,” and*“do we have to do this.”.
Marion County Court yesterday ©ral sex on him.atthe defendant’s Theboy participated in the tap-~ | _. -
‘that photographs and video tapes Dome on Jan 25 and 26. ing, Simer said, because i :
‘confiscated from confesssed child _ During the time he knew Cun-  ham “talked him into it”. - ..
molester Howard Cunningham of 'Bingham, Simer characterized . On cross-examination’ by Vel-"'
‘Centralia depicted .60 different ~him as a “very polite and conge- . man, Simer -said. Cunningham
‘nude juvenile males, with many Iial person,” who was well liked ‘cooperateld fully during the inves- "~
involved in sexual situatiops:. . by everyone who knew him. Al-- tigation and arrest and evenreve-
" Simer; who-testified at length though the two. men had never ajed the location of many of the
~during the first afternoon of Cun- —been close friends, Simer said be _ jtems_con/fiscated - in his home. -
‘ningham'’s sentencing hearing, Would have trusted Cunningham . Cunningham also appeared sorry
‘told Judge ‘Harold .Pennock ILI before ‘learning of _molestat:on - for what he had done to the boys,
that the.defendant’s coliection of . comtplaints.. Sl - ‘he said, aind even instructed in- -
“pornographic materials included - - Simer said Cunningham freely . vestigators to see that the. child-.

. “over 300 ‘photographs in two al. - offered to teach his knowledge of ren were givenitems thatthey left
-bums and 13 video tapes, all show-- -leather cramng,carrepmr,. guns-. .at his home. - . L .7 il
ing the exposed genitalia.of juve- - Mithing and. carpenter skills to - Followinmg - Simer’s -testimony,
‘nile males. - . . .anyone who asked — especially " Hillis rested the prosecution case -
" Cunningham pleaded guilty but. children — but he admitted that . against Cunningham. As part. of
-mentally ill- earlier ‘this year to -themanprqbablyhad ultenormc».( this bearing, statements from the
three counts of aggravated crimi- ~ Hves for being helpful to the boys. - victims, - their -parents, a. pre-

“nal sexual abuse, four counts of Simeralsorevealed thatCunning-. -sentencing : investigation - by -the
-aggravated criminal sexual -as. . 3aMmWasalocalleader in the Bov .-probation office, and psychiatric |- — . --

sault and a single count of child .2couts of America. - " reports were submitied for the| ..
‘pornography. Eddie Veltman, When asked by Hillis if” he ‘judge’s-consideration. . . . ... | .
‘Cunnigham’s attorney, was al- -Would still trust Cunningham ar- " Hillistold the Sentinelafterthe | . .~ -
lowed to withdraw the guilty plea 0URd his own. children, Simer . hearing .adjourned. that the pa-| -
. ‘on one count of aggravated crimi- - Said, “I can't say that now.”. . - rents of theivictims asked thathe | :
+ -nal sexual assault yesterday be-  During most of yesterday's not put them on the witness stand | -
" - ‘cause he and Marion County hearing, Cunnigham stared at the " to testify unless it was absolutely’

-State's Attorney Paul Hillis could - floor and often wept openly while -necessary. To save them the em- | =...- .

. Dot come to an agreement on'the . Simer described the contents of barassmentiof public testimony,

‘terms for that plea.’ ~ . the photographs and videotapes. Hillis said.he decided to submit. | -

. It is not.known how this. with-~ - Opeafthevideotapes, Simerre- the victims'|statements instead. |« .-
drawal of plea on only one count -counted, depicted a male child "~ Veltman said he would present | -~ --

- will affect the sentencing of Cun- Sleeping in'a bed and ‘what ap- testimony - from the- psychiatrist: .

" ningham. The guilty by mentally Peared to be Cunningham's hand  who examinied -Cunningham and | =
ill charge does not mean Cunning- _Ppeeling .back the b?d sheet and geveral close friends as character . |
bam would escape prison time, Strippingoffthe boy's underwear. ‘witnesses, - |. -- ;... .. ©ioPoT

' butonly thathe could seekmental ~Thesamescene then showed Cun-.* ~ The hearing resumed this after-

. - health treatment while in prison. ":ningham ~touching the. ‘boy's ~ noon and is expected to take the :’

. Simer testified ‘that .he had - genitals. - - ..+ restofthe weekto complete, Pen- |
.known Cunningham personally Simgr said ‘another video tape .g;f:ki;for;négi e%unmi:gham atthe -} .-

- ] rs,and wasverysur- Sshowed aboytaking abath and oc- time he p eaded guilty but men-..2} |.--
'{,",ﬁfgfwﬁf&eogme 10-ye2;~old cassional close-up shots of the tallyill thathe couldreceiveupto T
-victims came to the Centralia Po-  boys .genitals. The investigator 120yearsin prrison on the charges:;’ -}z
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Psychiatrist: Sex .
Didn’t Intend Any
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o
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124 Cenu'a.lh Sentinel

BY TED SAYLOR
Sentinel Area Reporter

. SALEM —

A psychiatrist hired

by.the defense testified yesterday
that confessed .child molester

-is “driven against harming peo- .
- ple;” and did
actions were

am of Centralia

pot realize how his

ren be sexually -assaulted ~and

abused. . .

. In the secoqd

. e sy T

day of Cunning

nard characterized the defendant

tiwve,” who was constantly “fright-
- ened of hurting people,” and did
not understand the psychological
impact the abuse had on the many

victims. -

. 48, of900E. Broad-

way, Centralia, pleaded guilty but

mentally ill March

25 to three

counts of aggravated criminal sex-
ual assault, four counts of aggra-
vated criminal sexual abuse and &
.single count of child pornography.

On Tuesday, Judge Harold Pen- -
nock III allowed i

to

withdraw the p}ea to one count of

torney, Eddie
. rion County State's Attorney Paul

criminal sexual as-
i 's at-
Veltman and Ma-

Hillis conflicted on the terms ‘of
‘the plea agreement. ~ ~ ° - ‘
‘,Thechargesstate._thaton.!an.zs

-and ‘26

performed

o e A ———e s =)

affecting thechild-

" . quences of his actions.’Kennard

" ferent factors. :

E
OE Sl -

-

. R

. BT P N

ham among the pictures andvideo
tapes confiscated. Simer said the
videos show some of the boys were
reluctant and embarassed to pose
nude, but i “talked
_them into it" L ,
Kennard's testimony painted
° Cunningham asa man suffering
from the ““dementia of retarda-
tion,” which did not allow him to
‘realize the legal consequences of
hisactions. He said testing alsore-
vealed that Cunningham'’s 1Q was
80 points, although he admitted a
colleague be enlisted for. addi-
tional testing found the defen-
dant's IQ to be 105 points. _
The average 1Q is 100 points,
Kennard said. - v °
Hillis asked Kennard why Cun-
i told several of the child-
ren not to tell their parents about
_the abuse or he would go to jail, if
he did not understand the conse- -

said hebelieves Cunningham’sac-
-tions were still consistant with his
‘mental iliness diagnosis.
Under cross-examination, Ken-
pard said the discrepancy be-
tween his reading of Cunning-
ham’s IQ and the one obtained
during his colleague's testing was
due to the difference inThethodol-
ogy. He said these tests often dif-
-fer in results because they testdif-

Hillis also questioned Kepnard
_about his diagnosis of Cunning-"

Cunningham
oral sex ona 10-year-old boyatthe ham’s mental illness, suggesting

_ -gan's bome,
.- lar acts with

and epgaged in simi-
.other males under

. gge 14 on several occasions since

P R

 ren, some of which
in sexual-acts alone

boys,

300 photograp

" -.the summer of 1088. The child por-

..nography charge isrelated toover -which
bs - and 13 video-

tapes depicting nude male child-

were engaged

Cunningbam's home fqnowing his

~.. Y
PN

g0

\ ... Rich ‘Simer

A0LORT ]
et

arrest on Jan.’28. _ ° -
_.*Centralia_ police’ investigator

testified Tuesday he

= counted 60 different boys who had

been photographed by Cunnine. © Ram SIS Jo have paid #6500

or with other’
t were confiscated from

that the defendant’s actions also
- fitthe profile of a pedophile. Web- -
ster's dictionary defines pedo-
_philia as, “sexual perversion in
children are the preferred

. Kennard said the mental condi-
tion of i better ex-
plains his actions then this term.

. * During Hillis' inquiry, Kennard
said Cunningham admitted he
had never engaged in sexual rela-’
tions with an adult, only children. -
" Hillis ‘revealed ..during. Ken- .
pard’s testimony -that: Cunning- .~

Friss

S

P

o
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' Thureday, May 16,1991 | -

" unpder investigation

. subpoena by the -defense, - alst

. this has'not

" thathe would notbe afraid to hgye

"
“

y—— -

!

Abuser
Harm

property to 2 man who is novv an
adult, but was once a child victim
of the defendant. Hillis told repor-
ters after the hearing that the al-
leged “blackmail” incident was
by Centreilia
police, and authorities do know
the name of the man in.question.
.- If the investigation backs! up
i 's claim, Hillis said
charges against the man could be
considered. |
Among the character witnesses

- thattesified on behalf of Cunning-

ham was Sandoval High School

“principal Richard Rich, who told

bas known the defert

the judge he
through

dant for over .30 years

their shared interest in motorcy*

cles. Rich referred to him as
“friendly and talkative,” and po-

knows bhim. =

Rich, who was testifying ‘undei.
said Cunningham saved his son's
life by rushing him to the hospital
following a four-wheeler accident
several years ago.. . v

-Similar character testimony
was provided by Richard Magnan,

James Larry Stock, Cleo Stock,By-.
ron Fortney and Mike Wiemken, '
all of Centralia. Each witness told
the judge that they had a close re-

.lationship with i ‘and

changed since his ar-

|

l

|

.pular with nearly everyone whe~

rest. The five people alsosaid they :
would be willing to invite Cun--
ningham into their homes ‘if .he

-were out of jail today.

: .Wiemken said, “We consider .
him one of the family,” and added g
{
t

him around his children.- .

_.sexual object.”. i e S i e e o V E1TIRAD concluded the presen-

" tation of character testimony yes- |

- terday afternoon. He ‘then ip-
formed Pennock he would call

" Cunningham to the witness stand

this afternoon. = - ' _ i
. Pennock adjourned the bearing

‘until 1 p.m. today. The judge is not
.expected to .sentence -Cunni

ham until at -least .tomorl
afternoon. . 557 Mgy
oy v Lig 'i'?- e SR RS
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